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Response to EU Commission open consultation; call for information on Socio-Economic arguments for the ECHA’s 6th priority list for authorization

Based on exposure facts and socioeconomic impacts for Europe Keminmaa community proposes to
· Remove CTP from final proposal or
· Exempt CTP use in metal and electrode production from authorization
General socioeconomic reasons: 
A proposed authorization (=ban) would have severe consequences. The EU area would become dependent on import of metal melting electrodes (e.g. from China and Russia). Ferrochromium is used as alloying element in steel; mainly stainless steel. CTP is not present in the ferrochrome, but it is essential in the production process. Without CTP, the EU would become totally dependent on imports for chromium (ferrochromium), which has been defined by the European Commission as one of the most economically important metals and as a critical raw material. This situation would be against many other strategic targets set by EC on welfare, industry and work places.
Threat of losing work places has many negative socioeconomic impacts in Kemi - Tornio region in which Keminmaa community is located. Outokumpu is the largest ferrochromium producer in the EU and the Kemi mine the only one operative chromium mine in Europe. Outokumpu is also the biggest private sector employer in Kemi -Tornio region. According to our knowledge about Outokumpu´s chrome ore, FeCr and stainless steel production in Finland (Kemi-Tornio production units) the ban of CTP would be very serious. The Kemi mine and ferrochrome operations are an integral part of the Tornio stainless steel mill which serves the entire Outokumpu operations. Without CTP containing materials the process does not work and the FeCr plant would have to close, Without FeCr production also the stainless steel production and the mine would become unprofitable. 
This would directly affect about 2500 employees in the northern Finland region. With indirect effects, up to 9 000 jobs could be lost in Finland alone. This situation would create a mass unemployment and severe economic and welfare difficulties in Kemi -Tornio region. 
Exposure reasons in case of Outokumpu / FeCr process:
Outokumpu type furnaces and FeCr processes are described well in public available environmental permits (in Finnish) and the exposures studied in many publicly available documents. In these documents there is clear evidence that no external exposure on CTP / PAH occur. Outokumpu only uses CTP in closed processes. The electrode paste is used as briquettes or cylinders, solid in room temperature and covered with plastic packaging (no dust or fume). The CTP compounds are burdened and the exhaust gas, consisting mainly of CO is collected and used as fuel in other processes or in the power plant. There is no CTP in ferrochrome, which is the manufactured product. It´s known that independent and systematic surveys has been done of health effects of exposure to compounds connected with FeCr production since the 1970s in Kemi-Tornio production chain.
In conclusion, the study indicated that an average exposure time of 23 years in modern ferrochromium and stainless steel production with low occupational exposures does not lead to adverse respiratory changes detectable by lung function tests or radiography. Among the published studies is also an independently-funded cancer study that strongly indicates there is no added risk of cancer to individuals working in the steel mills and the ferrochromium plant. As CTP is used in a closed process, it does not cause emissions into air and water. 
Based on all facts described Keminmaa community appeals very strongly to remove CTP from final proposal or exempt CTP use in metal and electrode production from authorization.
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